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The Childrenôs coin collection was kept within Prairie County this time.  $290.11 
was donated from them, to the Literacy group of Prairie County, for their use in 
distributing and helping to distribute books and training material here in Prairie 
County. 
Further over 100 bears and stuff animals were given to the Prairie County Sheriff's 
office for their use during this next year after the collection of the animals was 
made under the Christmas tree this year. In addition there were games and gifts 
that were left that went to the Des Arc Pre-school and Underwear, mittens, and 
Hats that were donated to the Des Arc Elementary School also after Epiphany. 

Rev Mike led several adults through a study of the History, Doctrine, theology, 
organization and what it really means to be a United Methodist.  This class will 
wind up itôs activities Sunday 1 February with a Question and Answer session 
about anything else that the people wish to know about the whoôs, whatôs and why 
foreôs of United Methodism. 

Rev Mike is leading a new Bible Study on the Book of Genesis, for all who wish 
to learn about this book.  Several members of the Revelation Bible Study have 
asked that these types of Bible Studies continue and Rev Mike plans to do more 
studies next fall and spring, hopefully on the Books of James, the Gospel of 
John and Paulôs letter to the Corinthians. 

Des Arc 1st UMC will once again be participating in the Community Worship Services 

Here is the remaining Schedule for this year. 

Date Host Church Speaker  Date Host Church Speaker 

Feb 22 Pentecostal Church of God Br. Baker  Jul 26 Assembly of God Br Griffith 

Mar 22 Family Worship Center Br. Ripper  Aug 23 United Methodist Rev. Mike 

April 12  Easter Sunrise TBA  Sept 27 Fellowship Baptist Br. Ripper 

May 24 Church of God of Prophecy Br. Penn  Oct 25 Pentecostal Church of God Br. Skarda 

Jun 28 Gospel Mission Br. Edwards  Nov 22 Community Thanksgiving TBA 



ASH WEDNESDAY  
Ash Wednesday emphasizes a 

dual encounter: we confront our 
own mortality and confess our 
sin before God within the 
community of faith. The form 
and content of the service focus 
on the dual themes of sin and 
death in the light of God's 
redeeming love in Jesus Christ. 

Depending upon 
circumstances, this service may 
be held (1) early in the morning, 
before the work and school day 
begin; (2) at noontime, perhaps 
observing a fast with the deletion 
of the regular noon meal; or (3) 
early in the evening, perhaps 
following a shared sacrificial 
meal of bread and water. 

The visual environment 
should be solemn and stark. 
Purple is the most traditional 
color throughout Lent; but on 
Ash Wednesday gray, with its 

suggestion of ashes, is especially 
appropriate. Dark earth colors or 
any somber hues are also 
appropriate. Rough, coarse 
textures such as burlap--
sackcloth and ashes--suggest the 
character of the day 
and season. 

The use of ashes as 
a sign of mortality and 
repentance has a long 
history in Jewish and 
Christian worship, 
and  the Imposition of 
Ashes can be a 
powerful nonverbal 
and experiential way 
of participating in the 
call to repentance and 
reconciliation. This practice is 
the historic focus of Ash 
Wednesday observance and gave 
the day its name. It is traditional 
to save the palm branches from 
the previous Passion/Palm 
Sunday service and burn them 

ahead of time to produce the 
ashes for this service.  

Alternatively, ushers may 
distribute small cards or pieces 
of paper on which each person 

may be invited to 
write a particular sin 
or hurtful or unjust 
characteristic. They 
may then be brought 
forward by the ushers 
following the sermon 
and placed upon a 
grate to be burned 
with palm branches 
for the ashes. The 
ashes may be mixed 
with a small amount 
of water for 

Imposition of Ashes.  

Instead of Imposition of 
Ashes or in addition to it, Holy 
Communion may be celebrated.  
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The season is a preparation 
for celebrating Easter. 
Historically, Lent began as a 
period of fasting and 
preparation for baptism by 
converts and then became a 
time for penance by 
all Christians. The 
First Sunday 
describes Jesus' 
temptation by Satan; 
and the Sixth 
Sunday (Passion/
Palm Sunday), 
Christ's triumphal 
entry into Jerusalem 
and his subsequent 
passion and death. 
Because Sundays are always 
little Easters, the penitential 
spirit of Lent should be 
tempered with joyful 
expectation of the Resurrection. 

The Great Three Days--
sometimes called the Triduum 
or Pasch--from sunset Holy 
Thursday through sunset Easter 
Day are the climax of Lent (and 

of the whole Christian year) and 
a bridge into the Easter Season. 
These days proclaim the paschal 
mystery of Jesus Christ's 
passion, death, and 
resurrection. During these days, 

the community 
journeys with Jesus 
from the upper room, 
to the cross, to the 
tomb, and to the 
garden. They should be 
seen as a great unified 
service beginning with 
a service of Holy 
Communion on Holy 
Thursday and 
concluding with the 

services of Easter Day. These 
services may be connected with 
a prayer vigil lasting from Holy 
Thursday evening (or Good 
Friday) until the first service of 
Easter and may be accompanied 
by fasting. 

Somber colors such as 
purple or ash gray and rough-
textured cloth are most 

appropriate 
for 
paraments, 
stoles, and 
banners. 
Unbleached 
muslin cloth 
with red 
stitching is also appropriate. 
Remove all shiny objects from 
the worship area. Some may 
wish to omit flowers. Other 
visuals may include a large 
rough cross (possibly made 
from the trunk of the Chrismon 
tree) or a veil over the sanctuary 
cross. 

Other visuals for Holy Week 
may include red paraments, 
stoles, and banners, and 
symbols such as perfume, coins, 
a whip, a crown of thorns, a 
torn garment, nails, a spear, a 
sponge, or a broken reed. On 
Good Friday and Holy Saturday 
the church may be stripped bare 
of visuals. 

Lent is a season of 
forty days, not 

counting Sundays, 
which begins on 
Ash Wednesday 

and ends on Holy 
Saturday. Lent  
comes from the 

Anglo-Saxon word 
lencten,  which 
means "spring."  



 How would you like to take part in a Holy Season of Love?  Well, if you would, here are 
some suggestions for you during this Lenten Season.  This little program will help you appre-
ciation and love for others. 

 We believe that love for one another is the greatest blessing we can receive and the 
greatest gift we can bestow. 

 I invite you to join in as effort to make every member of our know of the appreciation 
and love their fellow Christians have for them. 

 So----NOWςPlease read the following schedule for this Lenten emphasis and participate for these few weeks. 

First Week of Lent: Week of phone calls 
 tƭŜŀǎŜ ƳŀƪŜ ŦƛǾŜ ǇƘƻƴŜ Ŏŀƭƭǎ ǘƘƛǎ ǿŜŜƪ Ƨǳǎǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜ ƻŦ ǎŀȅƛƴƎΣ άL ŀǇǇǊŜŎƛŀǘŜ ȅƻǳ Σ ƻǊ ¸ƻǳΩǾŜ ƳŜŀƴǘ ŀ ƭƻǘ ǘƻ ƳŜΣέ ƻǊ 
Thank you or  

Ψa ǎƻǊǊȅ ƻǊ ǿƘŀǘŜǾŜǊ ŜƭǎŜ ȅƻǳ ŦŜŜƭ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƪƴƻǿ ȅƻǳ ƭƻǾŜ ŀƴŘ ŀǇǇǊŜŎƛŀǘŜ ǘƘŜƳΦ 

aŀƪŜ ŀ ά{t9/L![έ Ŏŀƭƭ ǘƻ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ȅƻǳ ŦŜŜƭ Ƙŀǎ ŀ ƴŜŜŘ ŦƻǊ ŀ ōƻƻǎǘ ŀƴŘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƭŜǎǎ ƭƛƪŜƭȅ ǘƻ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜ ŀ Ŏŀƭƭ ǘƘŀƴ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ƴem-
bers.  We want to be sure that everyone gets a sincere call from at least one member. 

Second Week of Lent: Week of letter writing 
 This is a week set aside for every member of our church to write at least ONE letter of appreciation for a fellow member.  It 
may be a letter to one someone you have long appreciated, but to whom you have never felt close to: it may be a letter of encour-
ŀƎŜƳŜƴǘΤ ƻǊ ƛǘ Ƴŀȅ ōŜ ǎƻƳŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƭŜǘǘŜǊ ǘƻ ƭƻǾŜ ƻǊ ŀǇǇǊŜŎƛŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ άhb[¸ ¸h¦ /!b ²wL¢9έΦ 

Third Week of Lent: Week of remembrance 
 This week, take a remembrance to send some gift to a fellow member....the old-fashioned practice of a pie or cake, flower or 
book or maybe an invitation to a meal.  Pick out someone that you are accustomed to remembering. 

 Remember birthdays, anniversaries, the date of a good time together.  Remember someone with a token or a gilt during this 
week. 

Fourth Week of Lent: Week of prayer 
 Pick out several people and write down their names for your prayer list this week and pray for them daily by name.  They do 
need to know, but keep them in your prayers for this week.  You might like to tell them that you are remembering them each day 
in prayer and you might like to ask them to remember you at the same time 

 It may be some passing through sorrow or illness or maybe in need that only you know about, or it might be someone that 
means a lot to you and you want their continued happiness. 

Fifth Week of Lent: Just for you 
 The remaining days in Lent are YOURS to promote love and goodwill in your own way. 
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Several symbolic changes will happen at lent this year.  Mr. G. Bone has made a wooden cross and candle holder we 
will use on the alter during lent symbolizing the rugged Cross that Christ was 
crucified upon. And also to remove all shiny metal from the alter area.  The alter 
itself will be covered with burlap to symbolize the rugged sackcloth of morning.  

The Color of the paraments are purple which is the color for all of Lent.  When we 
take up the offering you will be coming forward to place your offering in a basket, 
rather than passing of the plates. This is done to remind you of how the people 
came to the temple to deliver their offerings up to the house of the Lord in 
Jerusalem. We will be burning incense as we do this so you too will see the smoke 
rise to heaven during this time. You are invited to kneel at the rail after giving 
your offering so that your prayers may also go up to heaven in the smoke.   

We will at Ash Wednesday Service be burning our sins. But we will also be pinning 
our sins to the Crossôs Banner on the West wall. These will be collected before 
Easter and burned.  This is to symbolize our 
turning over our sins to the Lord who will 
forgive us those sins we ask to be forgiven of.  

All of this is to prepare us for the coming of 
Passion week. We will participate in the Lent Lunches with other church from Des 
Arc during that week and will end it with a Holy Thursday service that will include 
foot washing and Holy Communion.  The Church will be stripped at the end of that 
service in anticipation of Good Friday and Holy Saturday as we prepare for the 
Celebration of Easter and the Resurrection of our Lord.   

During Lent we will also have a special sermon series and special Sunday school 
studies of why people say they love Jesus but do not like the church. A set of 
messages you will not want to miss. 


