
Volume 2010, Issue FebñMar 2010 

 

In March, the Imagine Ministry Team will host four regional meetings  to share our discoveries 
and learningôs from the past six months and to invite you into the larger conversation. The four 
regional meetings will be held on the following dates and locations.  

¶ Sunday, March 7, 2010 - Little Rock, Pulaski Heights UMC, Wesley Hall, 3:00 - 5:00 PM 

¶ Sunday, March 14, 2010 - Fayetteville, Central UMC, Activities Bldg., 3:00 - 5:00 PM 

¶ Sunday, March 21, 2010 - Wynne, First UMC, 3:00 - 5:00 PM 

 Saturday, March 27, 2010 - Camden, First UMC,  9:00 - 11:00 AM 

  
We are asking that every clergy attend the meeting in their region along with interested 
laity who hold leadership positions (especially those under age 40) and one lay 
representative  responsible for taking this conversation back to the local church to lead similar 
events with the purpose of discernment, feedback and reporting back to the next session of the 
Annual Conference. 

 
If you are interested in the present and future ministry of the United Methodist Church in 
Arkansas, you will want to attend this gathering and conversation in March.  

 

Other news:  At the last Imagine Ministry Team meeting, steps were taken to implement an 
independent assessment of the Arkansas Conference and Districts with regard to structure, 
staffing and programs/initiatives.   The next meeting of the IM Team will be February 5, 2010.  

I as your pastor want to say a special thank you to all who have reached out and helped with the 
deaths that have occurred during the past period.  Without you and your assistance I could never 
have made it through all of the preparations and care.  

That said, I am in need of more prayer shawls, sewn, knit, or crocheted.  We have given out over 10 
in the last month alone and there is always more who could or should have received them.  

I also want to thank the church for supporting and all the helpers and contributors to the Sex 
education event that we sponsored. I think we got the youth to thinking and learning and 
understanding what they need to think about in their lives in this matter.  Special thanks to Lisa, 
Karen and Judy for stepping up and assisting with the class rooms and training. Also to Kelli, 
Michelle and Julie for assistance in the classes and for My wife Debby and all the people who 
helped in the kitchen and lunches. 

I donôt know what to say some times in times of trial and trouble and can only turn my sorrow and ask 
for God to guide and care for us in these times of crisis.  If I have failed to see you in your times 
of trouble or I seem to be late getting to you ðI beg your forgiveness and patients.  Please 
continue to uphold and keep each other in your prayers over the next few months.  

         ð Rev Mike 
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Parable of  

  The crude little life -saving station  
   (by Dr. Theodore O. Wedel)  

 
On a dangerous sea coast where shipwrecks often occur, there was once a crude 
little life -saving station. The building was just a hut, and there was only one 
boat, but the few devoted members kept a constant watch over the sea, and with 
no thought for themselves, went out day and night tirelessly searching for the 
lost. Some of those who were saved and various others in the surrounding area 
wanted to become associated with the station 
and gave of their time and money and effort 
for the support of its work. New boats were 
bought and new crews trained. The little life -
saving station grew.  
 
Some of the members of the life-saving sta-
tion were unhappy that the building was so 
crude and poorly equipped. They felt that a 
more comfortable place should be provided as 
the first refuge of those saved from the sea. 
They replaced the emergency cots with beds 
and put better furniture in the enlarged build-
ing.  
 
Now the life-saving station became a popular gathering place for its members, 
and they decorated it beautifully because they used it as a sort of club. Fewer 
members were now interested in going to sea on life-saving missions, so they 
hired lifeboat crews to do this work. The life -saving motif still prevailed in the 
club's decorations, and there was a liturgical life-boat in the room where the 
club's initiations were held. About this time a large ship wrecked off the coast, 
and the hired crews brought in boat loads of cold, wet and half-drowned people. 
They were dirty and sick. The beautiful new club was in chaos. So the property 
committee immediately had a shower house built outside the club where victims 
of shipwrecks could be cleaned up before coming inside. 
 
At the next meeting, there was a split among the club membership. Most of the 
members wanted to stop the club's life-saving activities as being unpleasant and 
a hindrance to the normal social life of the club. Some members insisted upon 
life-saving as their primary purpose and pointed out that they were still called a 
life-saving station. But they were finally voted down and told that if they wanted 
to save the lives of all the various kinds of people who were shipwrecked in those 
waters, they could begin their own life-saving station. So they did. 
 
As the years went by, the new station experienced the same changes that had oc-
curred in the old. It evolved into a club, and yet another life -saving station was 
founded. History continued to repeat itself, and if you visit that sea coast today, 
you will find a number of exclusive clubs along that shore. Shipwrecks are fre-
quent in those waters, but most of the people drown. 
 
Dr. Theodore O. Wedel was a former canon of the Washington National Cathedral in Wash-
ington, DC. Ordained as an Episcopal priest in 1931, he served for a time as president of the 
Episcopal Church. He penned this parable in 1953. 
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