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And Are We Yet Alive?

Each year at Annual Conference, the clergy in their gathering sing the song “And Are We Yet Alive” (UMH 553). This song
written by Charles Wesley in 1749 asks a question that we as members of the Conference are asking each other. “And are we yet
alive, and see each other’'s face? GI|Maybygthaisaqudstomlmdedtoask Je s
you?

| passed out an interest form the first week in May, SO FAR | HAVE RECEIQEIE INTEREST FORMS BACK. Last
night we had a Linda come talk to us about her trip to Peru, we heard how God can and does use everyone for his pug@bse and w
can do such an activity. | was asked by someone how the church up the street gets so many people to come to church and to
participate in their church, my only answer was they have formed an “Attitude of Commitment”.

| have reproduced that interest form below. If you are interested in what the church does | am asking you to fill it out and
commit to doing those things with your church. If you do not like anything on the form then think about doing somethémy you c
commit to like- Water Skiing or Boating or Razorback football trips or maybe a Golf tournament.

Activities and ideas for this Summer & Fall:

Bible Studies: Book directed-A Ti t | e of Studyo:
Books of the Bible Studies - The books | would like to study:

What Day and time for this study would you be willing to attend?

Other Activities possible:

Dance Instruction: Type:

For: Adult Youth Health

Exercise class:

Weight Loss group:

Book Studies: Title:

Title:

I Other things we can do :

|
|
I Ministries and Missions | want to help start and participate in:
|
|
|
|
I Road trip: Where To:

Why?
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EellowsshipYActitieS:

May 30th we will be having an old fashion singing and worship service in the Family Life Center aftex thii have a
Sandwich and Chips luncbring Sandwiches and chips and a desert to share and enjoy the fellowship)

Jun 2—4 Steam Boat DaysCome find Tommy Holland’s cooker Jun 5 for some fellowship time

The Youth will be handling the worship service on the Jun 13th while Rev Mike is on Vacation.

The UMW will be handling the worship service on the Jun 20th to celebrate their ministry.

The Youth will be making a trip to Florida to attend a Youth Rally the week of Jun 20th

We are going to try to do\dacation Bible Schooleither 6- 8 July or 19- 22 July Ask Tracy how you can help!!!!

July 25th we will host the Community Worship Service in the Family Life Center. Like Last year we wilHawe Made
Ice Cream and Cookies If you want to sign up to bring either of these, please do so when the list hits the board.

Sometime this summer Rev Mike will hold a sh@dnfirmation class. If you are interested in learning more about the United
Methodist Church contact him for time and places.

July 288 Aug 1is theUMW school of Christian Missions—Rev Mike is on the Board of this and will be at that event this
year. If you want to ride along with him please call the office. Also we will have a substitute pastor on Aug 1 because of
this.

Aug 15- The Youth will hold a back to school party for all Des Arc Students.

Sometime the week of Aug 16 or 17th we should will be putting on our School employee/Teachers appreciation lunch, see the
UMW ladies to volunteer to help with this.

Rev Mike will start a reeaching of th&ook of Revelationon Sept 13

There is talk about having a “Box Supper in the September time frame also or we might be starting a bi-monthly open cookout
in the Christian Life center. Tell us your preferences see Tommy Holland.

Rev Carolyn Doeringwill be the new pastor at Hazen UMC. She and Rev Mike are friends and have pastured near each other
before in North West Arkansas. They went on an Immersion trip to Mexico right after 9/11 and Rev Mike is thinking about
showing the churches that trip that might explain a lot of what is going on in Mexico and the Boarder region to the
community. This will be scheduled for later this year possibly in Sept or Oct.

Rev Ryan Rushis the new pastor at Carlisle UMC, he was in Rev Mike CIC group. Maybe we can get an advent worship
services together with Hazen, Carlisle, Des Arc and one other church this year. Let Rev Mike know what you think about
this.

In Sept or Oct we might be planning an old fashioBe® Lunch or Cake saleas a fund raiser for the church’s ministries.
Depending on whichit is the Ladies who will be asked to make up either a decorated box lunch, or a Decorated Cake that
will be auctioned off to the highest bidder. So men bring your wallets and checkbooks.

Rev Mike is still debating with himself if he will be taking the last week of Oct off to go on an Order of Saint Lukeimetreat
Pittsburg PA. And maybe a little vacation time in addition to see some old friends.

Meredith Hayley will have a wedding in Jul at Johnson Chapel and Libby Abney will have one in Oct in the Gardens in Hot
springs, watch for dates and times.

In November we will host a thank you dinner for the county firemen and security/police forces of this area.

The CIC team will start reneeting this month to figure out if there is a ministry or Mission effort that they will develop and
start for the church. See the members if you have some ideas because Jerry says he is at a loss. They are Michelle Calh
Julie Wrigley, Judy Bone, Sandra Wyatt, and Jerry Hinson.

Observation by A. G. Benham

Is a former principle at Mulberry High school and self made millionaire

IN OUR SEARCH FOR HAPPINESS An overwhelming number of the teachings of Jesus deal
with our attitudes about money and material possessions. He did

The United Methodist Church is dependent upon you anc not void the subject, but rather talked more about it than any
me to prove its worth as a Christian Church. We shall be judg giher single subject.

by its success or failure. In spite of the violent society we live
today in our country, let us be reminded of how fortunate we i
to live in the United States of America. The latest figures | ha
available tell that eighty percent of the world’s population live
under some type of bondage.

America, a land of free enterprise results in greater
efficiency, and thus in greater wealth. I don’t believe people
should feel guilty about making a profit or apologize for our
nation’s success. Money, a real necessity, builds and maintains
the things we value and appreciate——churches, schools,
hospitals, homes, and it buys food, clothing, and provides cay
for factories and industries that provide employment for the
masses of people. - A. G. Benham

As a former teacher, | know that I, along with others of the
teaching profession counseled our students to stay in school and
reinforced the counseling by urging them to stay in school and
get an education, because the higher the education the better the
pay check. This is how our society measures success.

So we all agree that money is important, and the things it
can buy are nice, but it is very easy in going after money and the
things it can buy to lose the truly wonderful things that it cannot
buy. An old proverb says that when money speaks, the truth is
silent. Personally, I like John Wesley’s Philosophy which said,

“Make all you can, Save all you can, and give all you can. “
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Sunday, and forget about it the rest of “Go and make
OdD 6 the week, we have done God’s work disciples of all
and have a free pass into heaven, nations, baptizing
S because we are then a full blown them in the name of
Christian- rather than looking at this as the Father and of the
just another way to worship God Son and of the Holy
| sit at my desk this day as | get ready among many ways? Spirit, and teaching
to go to Annual Conference and wonder: them to obey
_ _ _ T And also_would someone tell me the everything I have
1 What class did | miss at Seminary, that class | missed, that allows my people to commanded you.”
explained why we must always have think that coming to church that one
newer and louder services in churches hour a week, every two or three weeks, To
where there is more entertainment and throwing a one or five dollar bill in “Let me entertain you, Let
going on than real worship? the plate on the days they are there, me make you smile, ’Let
f What class did I miss, that will explain g:g?gt(ier:az u?a?:ecfgﬁgalr;?a{/ng?orever me do a few tricks, Some
why we as a denomination, seem to f)rathel; thanpknowin we are missed old and some new trick_s,
want to plop down more money to “do” even if they only misgs one Sunday a Lm very versaile. And if
our Social Programs and ministries, month and the church still has it’s you're real good, I'll make
rather than actually getting our hands expenses? you feel good, I want your
dirty doing the work ourselves? ' spirits to climb; So let me
. . _ f  What class in Seminary did | miss, that entertain you and we’l
o ' churches and let the little ones die YEs Sir;
congregation and youth and kids because the large ones are doing God’s We'll have a real good
Ir:g:jirrtvk\l/ag E?allgg ?r\:eerﬁcghr?)CvF;%ﬁor and \york by entertaining and offering so time!”
become mature Christians doing God’s much m’ore, and those little ones (‘170n t Of course - I did not miss any classes that
work on earth? and can’t and so should be closed? taught these things.
§  What class did | miss at seminary, that i And please someone tell me what classso why do good Christians believe these so
says if we attend church one hour a did | miss, that changed the great much and forget what God has called us to
commission for us all from: do?

OO ARENOURIEAERVIMES O EONE

Sharing the gospel with others is a natural part of exercising a mature faith. In fact, Jesus commanded his followessnaking it an
important part of the life of faith (Matthew 28:P®). Still, some Christians tend to be rather shy evangelists. Whilgelism has become
a negative word for some people, sharing the story of salvation in Jesus Christ is still the most rewarding way tmdiis=faitih olt is
also a discipline that takes practice.

1.

Look for the opening. Regular daily conversations offer lots of chances to talk about your faith. Listen feepged comments,
such as, “1 wonder why life is like that,” or, “Sometimes life seems so hard.” When possible, offer a response from a Christianper-
spective. Begin sentences with phrases such as, “I’ve come to think...,” or, “1 don’t have the perfect answer, but I believe ...

Be yourself.Expressing your faith should be natural and the same as other types of daily conversation. Avoid suddenly switching you
tone of voice or vocabulary. Also, don’t try to impress the other person with your knowledge. Allow the Holy Spirit to guide you.

Watch for a chance to take the conversation deepeCarefully gauge the other person’s response. Observe his or her facial expres-
sion, verbal tone, and body language If he or she seems to be closing down, set the topic aside and wait for anotiessrtishe. If
keys in and perks up, be prepared to continue.

Open up. Human beings are attracted to each other by our strengths, but we bond because of our weaknesses. Key to sharing your
faith is the willingness to be honest about your own life’s struggles. This will communicate safety, which for many people will be criti-
cal.

Follow up. Offer to continue the conversation later and arrange a time. At this point, the conversation will have become personally
valuable to you. Allowing the person to see your commitment to your faith alongside your continuing questions will reassure h
her of your sincerity.

Offer to share your faith community with the person.Most people join a church, after being invited by a friend. When the time is
right, invite the person to attend with you. Tell the person what makes it special to you.

Try to maintain the relationship regardless of what the person does. Be prepared for the other person to shut dovith aatiynd fa
decline your invitation to attend church, or even appear to avoid you. The most effective way to communicate that you’re a follower of
Jesus Christ is through your actions; continue to live naturally and with integrity. Watch for another opportunity te apgedh
later.



